
Native WildFlowers  - Suitable for Zone 4 
 

 
Northern BlueFlag Iris 

Spring bloomer 2 – 3’ tall Full, Partial Moist-Wet 
 
Tolerant of standing 
waters 

 

 
Wild Bergamot 

Late summer 
bloomer.  Butterfly 
attractor. 
Recommended for 
lake/streamside 

2 – 3’ tall Full sun Dry to moist 
 
Flood and drought 
tolerant 

 

 
Smooth Blue Aster 

Valuable late summer 
bloomer for 
butterflies and 
pollinators 

 1 – 2’ tall Full, Partial  Dry - Moist 

 

 
Wild sweet William,  

Meadow phlox 

June, July, August 2 -3’ tall  Full, Partial  Moist 
 
Well drained 

 

 
White Beardtongue 

Long blooming period 
in early summer (June 
– July) 

1 – 3’ tall Full, Partial  Dry – Moist 
 
Well drained 



 

 
Calico Beardtongue 

Long blooming period 
in early summer (June 
– July) 

1 – 3’ tall Full, Partial  Needs moist for full 
sun.   

 

 
Culver’s Root 

June, July, August 
bloomer 

4 -5’ tall Full, Partial Moist to wet 

 

 
Jewelweed 

“Touch me not” 

June – Sept bloomer. 
 
Blooms at lake – easy 
to transplant 

2 – 5’ tall Full, Partial Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

 

 
Joe-Pye Weed 

Mid-late summer 
bloomer. 
Good for butterflies 
and pollinators. 
 
Is on the lake -  

3 – 5’ tall Full, Partial Moist 
Flood tolerant 

 

 
Monkey Flower 

Blooms for about 4 
weeks mid summer 

2’ Full, Partial Moist – likes swampy 

 

 
Prairie Blazing Star 

blooms in July, 
August, and 
September. It makes 
an excellent cut 
flower. 

4’ Full, Partial Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 



 

 
Rosinweed 

July, August, 
September 

Up to 5’ Full Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry 

 

 
Great Blue Lobelia 

July, August, 
September, October 

3’ Full, partial Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

 

 
Common Milkweed 

June, July, August 3’ Full, partial Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry 

 

 
Swamp Milkweed 

June, July, August 4’ Full, partial Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

 

 
Brown Eyed Susan 

August, September, 
October 

4’ Full, partial Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry 

 

 
Purple Coneflower 

July, August, 
September 

2-3’ Full, partial Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry 



 

 
Wild Quinine 

June, July, August, 
September 

3-4’ Full Medium, Medium-
Dry 

 

 
Swamp Candles 

June, July, August 3’ Full Wet, Medium-Wet 

 

 
Turtlehead 

July, August, 
September 

5’ Full Wet, Medium-Wet 

 

 
Prairie Goldenrod 

Larger, flatter flower 
clusters than most 
Goldenrods. Leaves 
turn nice shades of 
red in the fall.   
 
Often blamed for 
hayfever. This is not 
true. Their pollen is 
large, sticky and 
cannot become 
airborne and can 
never make its way 
into your sinuses.  

4’ Full, Partial Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry 

 

 
Prairie Smoke 

Blooming in spring to 
early summer.  

8” (low) Full, Partial Medium-Wet, 
Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry – well 
drained if wet 



 

 
Flowering Spurge 

six weeks in mid- to 
late summer, plants 
are bowed by 
numerous blossoms, 
which have yellow 
centers ringed by five 
white petals with a 
touch of green near 
the center 

3’ Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry 

 

 
Columbine 

One of the first plants 
to provide nectar in 
the spring for bees, 
butterflies, and 
hummingbirds. The 
colorful flowers are 
red flowing into 
yellow.   

2’ Full, Partial, 
Shade 

Medium, Medium-
Dry, Dry 

 

 
Swamp Verbena 

Recommended for 
lake/streamside 

5’ Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

Wet, Medium-Wet, 
Medium 

 


	Valuable late summer bloomer for butterflies and pollinators
	June, July, August
	Wild sweet William, 
	Meadow phlox

